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A Service
We All Enjoy

What started as a mission of passion is rapidly evolving into a great niche-filling
concept for entreprencurial partners JENNIE and STEPHEN MACK. Their AWSEC

T |';||1i1”\ becoming an i1||[ml‘l.'|||r part ol Honer honye s social and business fabric

and not a mmute 100 s0on.

ome of the world s biggest
success stories have their
beginnings in love. This one
has too. In part, we talk about
love of wine. Then again, there is another
meaning.

Making dollars out of sense i1sn't
something that comes easy 1o people.
Fortunately, that’s exactly what Jennie
and Stephen Mack realized they were
good at aboard a cruise liner and just
before Stephen could begin his lecture on
the appreciation of [ine wine.

“Make it fun,” she told him. “Cut with
the staid and in with the glee. Wine
drinking should be more happiness and
less academic. Lose the *school master’
look and make everyone merry,” she told
him. He did. The result was a total change
in the way the couple tanght audiences
who now better appreciate the joy of
learning aboul wines.
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Resource for All

Much soughi afier by socialites and the
commercial captains of Hong Kong,
Jenmie and Stephen are on a mission 1o
empower wine enthusiasts with
knowledge and a new kind of hifestyle,
Private bankers, public ofTicials, wing
lovers, socialites, media and Hong Kong's
affluent all become happy students at the
institute that has become the largest, most
respected and longest established institute
in Hong Kong.

Centrally located in Sheung Wan, the
institute is honestly all that can be
expected of a talent so uniquely disposed,




With none of the pretentiousness so
associated with wine snobbery, AWSEC
has a disarming, friendly, casual yei
serious ambience.

“The 1dea 1s 1o be approachable so
more people can leam about wines and
enjoy them. This 1s about being happy as
much as it is about being knowledzeable,
We have courses for beginners 1o
advanced and then special tilor-made
courses 1o suit special requirements. Our
students learn the ant of tasting, enjoy the
aromas and experience different wines
while learning o recognize them.

Headquartered in Hong Kong, AWSEC
designs and provides top quality wine and
spirits education and training in Asia, e.g.
i Mamland Cluna and India, and the
courses are available in English as well as
some local languages.

“We are registered with the Wine &
Spirit Education Trust (*WSET™) in the
UK and are the only Approved Pro-
gramme Provider (APP No, 802) in Hong
Kong for running courses and examina-
tions up to and including Diploma level,

AWSEC also offers programmes from
other prestigious wine education organisa-
tions around the globe like L'Ecole du Vin
de Bordeaux (Bordeaux Wine School) in
France as well as The Wine Academy of
Spaimn (“TWAS”) in Spain.”

Winefuture

“Economically booming Asia is
growing in sophistcation and purchasing
willingness, Thanks to the growing
interest in wines, more people are happy
1o take up courses and learn about the
fine art of wine tasting and enjoving wine
as both enjoyment and on social
occasions, Increasingly, we are also
seeing people looking at wine for
investments considering just how much
some vintages are selling for these days!,”
says Jennie.

“There 1s a general excitement toward
opportunities relatng o wine and this

bodes well for the region and for Hong
Kong which enjoys a healthy zero duty
and tax environment for wines,”

Al the time of writing AWSEC is busy
with the seting up of = Winehuture Hong
Kong' 11 —an event that promises to be
the biggest and most interesting Asia has
seen, vel.

Winefuture Hong Kong features a
Trade Show Area with 150 tasting tables
where wineries from all over the world

will be able 1o show their wines. It is an

Stephen Mack

event organised by and belonging to The
Wine Academy of Spain. and is supported
by Madwine and the Asia Wine Service &
Education Centre (AWSEC). The event
brings together experts [rom all over the
world to analyze issues such as the
economic crisis, consumption trends,
drops in sales, the environment, labelling,
packaging and emerging markets, 1o name
a few,

Winefuture is the biggest wine confer-
ence ever featuring top wine personalities
ike Robert Parker Jr., Jancis Robinson
MW, Francis Ford Coppola, Pancho
Campo MW, Steven Spurnier and other
renowned experts from around the globe.

“Alongside the growth of the trade, we
are seeing a dramatic increase in the
inlerest in wine,” says Jennie.
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She says, people are drawn toward the
social acceptability of wine, its invest-
ment potential and more imporiantly
towards learning about the depth of its
mystique,

“You can never ¢laim to know all there
15 10 know about wines. Learning about
wines is as engaging and challenging as a
good book vou'd never want 1o putl down.
It is like embarking on an exciting
journey and enjoying every siep of the
wiry. This 1s what our istitute helps our
clients to achieve.

We have a large number of referral
students and that’s partly because we are
independent. We don't sell wines or
canvas for any accessory makers. We
teach i a comlortable and [niendly
environment and our aim 1s 1o provide our
clients with a good understanding of wine
and to make it enjovable by de-mystifying
the often-confusing world of wine,
explains Jennie,

She adds: “From thereon, a joumey
begims with each lesson, lasting or event
enabling our clients to understand and
enjoy wing more both during their ime
with us and also when sharing wine with
their friends and clients.

AWSEC works with Hong Kong's top
corporations 1o help key executives learn
maore aboul wine appreciation. The
institute also guides clients who want to
learn without the need for an internation-
ally recognized formal qualification to
help them enjoy wine more.

“Our central purpose s to enhance the
enjovment of wine by our clients and |
urge your readers 1o visil our site and see
how we can help them get more pleasure
from wine and hopefully by extension,
from life.” &

For additional information please visit
WWW. AWsCC.Com
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